. The authors captured male fish, of the tessellated darter and two sunfish species, and examined the cannibalized contents of the stomachs of nest-guarding males by polymorphic microsatellite marker analysis. They found that 10 out of 11 cannabilistic males contained offspring that they had sired. The authors suggest that a father fish may eat his own young to gain a source of food energy, thereby avoiding the need to leave the nest to forage, which would expose his progeny to predation risks.
